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Dear Friends, 
 
A change came over Jesus: his face was shining like the sun, and his clothes were dazzling white. (Mt. 
17: 1-13, Mk. 9: 2-13, Lk. 9:28-36) 
 
In this year’s Church calendar, Sunday February 14, is transfiguration Sunday, in advance of the 
Season of Lent beginning on Ash Wednesday 17th February. This period marks a very challenging time 
in the life of Christ, as he neared the end of his earthly ministry and his journey to the cross was about 
to begin. To help his disciples understand something more about who he is, Jesus invited three of 
them; Peter, James and John, to accompany him on a difficult journey, climbing 9000feet, up Mount 
Hermon, for a short retreat. In Luke’s account, it was while Jesus was praying that light shone in the 
darkness and his appearance was transformed, and a voice affirmed him as the Son of God. The three 
disciples who witnessed the transfiguration had to accept that it was temporary, what was more 
important was the strength, the encouragement and the hope that the opportunity gave them. The 
experience remained with them, helping to shape and strengthen their faith throughout all the highs 
and lows.  
Due to the global pandemic, we have all just been through a challenging and disruptive 2020, during 
which we all found ourselves journeying in different ways, and sometimes climbing difficult mountain 
range. Yet, in the midst of the difficulties we also discovered that it is by going through the endurance 
test of climbing, that the mountain top is reached and strength and encouragement gained for the 
valley.  
As we journey through this new year, and notably in this season of Lent, let’s imitate Jesus, who in 
challenging times, looked upward to God, finding strength and nurture through prayer. Let’s come to 
God repeatedly and often through prayer; at set times, at key moments, but also as we go through the 
mundane. Our prayers should always include thanksgiving, because the circumstances of life do not 
diminish the goodness of God. As we pray, let’s look for the special moments of the divine touch in our 
lives and be strengthened and encouraged, and in turn offer strength, encouragement and support to 
others. Let us reflect the light of the transfigured Christ in our communities, reaching out to the weary 
and hard-pressed, sharing the Christian hope that ultimately good will triumph over evil.  
Friends, let’s be optimistic, for even though our hopes for a happy new year haven’t quite materialised 
as yet, we still have many reasons to be thankful. One such reason for optimism and thankfulness is 
that light is at the end of the global pandemic tunnel, for through God’s divine intervention, granting 
wisdom to the scientists, vaccines are now being discovered and rolled out, and as many more 
countries are able to vaccinate their citizens we look forward with hope to positive results, and new 
beginnings. On the next page are words from a hymn that speaks of revival and change that could 
impact a whole nation. 

     February 2021 
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Lord, the light of your love is shining, 
in the midst of the darkness, shining; 

Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us, 
set us free by the truth you now bring us 

Shine on me, shine on me. 
 

Shine, Jesus, shine, 
fill this land with the Father’s glory; 

blaze, Spirit, blaze, 
Set our hearts on fire, 

Flow, river, flow, 
flood the nations with grace and mercy; 

send forth Your word, 
Lord, and let there be light 

 
As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 

so our faces display your likeness 
ever changing from glory to glory 

mirrored here may our lives tell your story 
shine on me, shine on me 

 
(Lord the light of your love is shining, Graham Kendrick) 

 
Every blessing 
Irene John 
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Services in February 
 
The Synod Moderators, in their latest guidance the use of our church buildings for public worship, have 
said ‘it is clear that the new variant of the virus has caused a rapid and alarming increase in Coronavirus 
infections. In light of this, we strongly recommend that churches should cease to meet for in-person 
worship. Our advice is now that even when permitted in law during a time of National Lockdown and at 
the appropriate level 4 of restrictions, our churches should close for public worship.’ 
The Elders have taken the decision to discontinue worship in the church hall for the time being. 
Therefore, all services in February, and possibly in March, will be on Zoom. Elders are able to 
distribute the link each week. 
 
7th   February  Paul Moors from the Leprosy Mission 
14th  February  Rev Irene John 
21st   February  Lindsay Williamson 
28th  February  Rev Irene John 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When the last newsletter was produced, we looked forward to celebrating Christmas and shared our 
hopes for 2021. Looking forward to more freedom as the virus receded and we all got the vaccine 
making it safe to go out and about and meet up with friends and family. The mince pies are eaten; the 
Christmas decorations packed away; the Christmas cards re read and recycled? Yet, sadly we find 
ourselves back in lock down as a more aggressive strain of the virus devastates our lives again. 
Happily, the vaccine is being rolled out with speed to try to stop the virus taking so many lives. Those 
of us who are considered ‘clinically vulnerable’ have been told to safeguard until 21st February whether 
we have been vaccinated or not yet I know I’m luckier than most for oh so many reasons, as Ann Wicks 
would say, ’Count your blessings’.  
2020 was a very difficult year for everyone but we got through it by looking out for each other, trying to 
spot when someone needed that extra bit of support. We follow the teachings of Christ who told us to 
love one another, whatever you do for the least of your brothers you do for me. We will continue, with 
God’s help and strength to do the same in 2021 until such time as we can meet face to face once again 
without a mask.  
Sally 
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Leprosy Sunday - 7th February 2021 
 
This year our Leprosy Sunday will be held via 
Zoom. Once again, we are fortunate to have our 
Regional Manager, Paul Moores, leading the 
service. Paul is an excellent speaker and full of 
enthusiasm for the work of TLM so please try and 
support this service. Paul will tell us about this 
year’s TLM focus on Mozambique and bring us up 
to date on the work of TLM over the past year. The 
good news is that any donations given between 
24th January and 24th April 2021 will be fund 
matched by the government, so our gifts will be 
worth twice as much! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please remember in your prayers those suffering from Leprosy in this time of pandemic.- Both the 
patients and the staff trying to administer the drug therapy and show the love of our Lord Jesus Christ 
in a caring way at this extremely difficult time. 
 
With my best wishes for 2021.  
Mary. 
 
 
 

Symbols of Hope 
 
At the beginning of February 2020, before the first ‘lock down’ David and I went to Llandudno for three 
nights primarily to a concert of the ‘Fisherman’s Friends’.  Whilst in the area we visited one of our 
favourite gardens namely Bodnant Gardens in Conwy.  We were fortunate that most of the gardens 
were open as there had been severe flooding in the area. 
 
The colour of the winter shrubs and bulbs were amazing which made me think of two winter bulbs: - 
the snowdrop and the daffodil.  The white of the snowdrop symbolises innocence and purity however 
because the snowdrop is the first flower to bloom at the end of the winter and beginning of spring it 
also symbolises ‘hope’.  
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The Scottish poet George Wilson concludes his 
poem ‘The origin of the Snowdrop’ with the lines:  
 

‘And thus, the snowdrop like the bow  
that spans the cloudy sky  
becomes a symbol whence we know 
that brighter days are nigh’. 

 

 
We must not forget the daffodil which is the first perennial to bloom after the winter frosts, a symbol of 
rebirth and new beginnings. This majestic flower is captured in the words of William Wordsworth (1770-
1850) titled ‘The Daffodils’. This uplifting poem ends with ‘And then my heart with pleasure fills and 
dances with the daffodils’.   
Let us all hope that in the next few months our hearts are uplifted and there will be brighter days ahead. 
Hilary Ralphs 
 

A Financial Review of 2020 
 
Last year was unusual in many ways, not least in how the church’s actual income and expenditure 
compared with what was planned in the budget. Final accounts have not yet been prepared because 
some year-end figures for investments are still awaited, but overall, we can expect to see a deficit of 
around £5,000. This is unfortunate, but not a matter for grave concern, since the church has adequate 
reserves which can be used in such circumstances. 
The budget showed expected income of £44,800 from a number of sources. In the event, the total 
income was £36,600, a shortfall of £8,200. In broad terms, this shortfall was made up of Hall Lettings 
(£5,100 below budget), the Book Sale and Christmas Coffee Morning (for which we had budgeted 
£2,000), and the A B Grace Trust (which made only one distribution during the year instead of the usual 
two, leaving us £1,800 below budget). 
One very heartening aspect of last year was the way in which many members and friends responded 
quickly and positively to my plea to use alternative ways of making offerings. Regular payments arrived 
by cheque or direct bank transfer, maintaining a flow of funds. As a result, income from offertories (our 
main source of income) was £22,575 against a budget of £23,500. Almost no impact at all – I am very 
grateful to all those who adopted an alternative way of giving to the church. 
The church’s expenditure in 2020 was around £3,000 lower than expected. Unsurprisingly, the cost of 
gas, electricity and water has been much lower than usual, and we have not had to pay for regular 



 
6 

cleaning and pulpit supply. In contrast, our payments to the URC for Ministry and Mission were exactly 
as planned, and the annual insurance premium was as expected. 
We also incurred new costs, though: the subscription to Zoom which we have used for meetings and 
worship using computers and phones, and new copyright licences necessary for displaying the words 
of hymns on screen and playing videos during worship services on Zoom. 
In due course, the full annual accounts will be available for examination. If there any questions or 
comments in the meantime, I would be pleased to hear them. 
Gordon Bell 
Church Treasurer 
 

Lancaster & District Homeless Action Service 
 
Our church's appeal for LDHAS raised  £908. A decision by the Elders increased this to a round 
amount - sending £1,000 to LDHAS. Below is a letter of thanks from David Bristow, the Finance and 
Admin Officer for LDHAS. 

 
Dear Gordon, 
Thank you for your email and the fantastic support we receive from Garstang United Reformed 
Church. 
  
Every year we are overwhelmed by the generosity of individuals, groups and organisations who donate 
to LDHAS in response to our annual appeal for funds. Your unstinting support is remarkable at a time 
of ever-increasing requests for funding from a plethora of charities; all worthy causes.  
  
In addition, we are living in an age of growing compassion fatigue, especially in light of the current 
pandemic, which further highlights just how fortunate we are. 
  
When we receive a donation, we are of course most grateful, but what is also important to us, is the 
implicit support of our work underlying the donation which is an endorsement of what we do and which 
helps to sustain our enthusiasm and commitment in our day-to-day work. 
  
The knowledge that we have many supporters out there in the community who are aware of the plight 
of our clients and of our endeavours to support them means a great deal to us all here at Edward 
Street.   
  
Once again, sincere thanks. 
Kind Regards, 
David Bristow 
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Where did my preaching genes come from?  
or what you can discover on Zoom!!! 

 
I nearly didn’t make the latest Zoom chat with my cousins in Australia and Germany. My link didn’t 
come through properly but my cousin, not the zoom host, in Sheffield kindly sent it on. As I joined the 
chat, I found that they were talking about one of our illustrious ancestors. Not William the Conqueror 
[who I, like thousands of others, am directly related to about 27 generations back!!] but one Peregrine 
Phillips b.1623 who was, apparently, a nonconformist preacher. He is my 7 times great grandfather 
through my grandmother’s line. Reading the many accounts of his life he comes across as quite a man. 
 
He was educated first at the grammar school in Haverfordwest and tutored by couple of notable 

chaplains before going up to Oxford. The outbreak of the civil war prevented his 
graduation so he  took orders. He acted for some time as curate to his uncle 
before being made rector of Llangwm and Freystrop near Haverfordwest. 
His talents as a preacher in Welsh and English soon attracted the notice of the 
puritan gentlemen of the district, who procured for him the livings of Monkton, St. 
Mary's, Pembroke, and Cosheston. He preached regularly every Sunday in his 
churches, and in 1648, at Cromwell's request, discoursed to the officers engaged 

in the *siege of Pembroke.  He refused to conform in 1662, accordingly lost his livings, and settled at 
Dredgeman Hill, a farm near Haverfordwest, let to him by his friend Sir Herbert Perrot of Harroldston, 
where he spent the rest of his life as a nonconformist preacher. During the reign of Charles II, he was 
subject to much persecution, suffering imprisonment twice; nevertheless, he continued to preach at 
every opportunity. In 1672 he received a license under the temporary Indulgence of Charles II to preach 
at his own house in Haverfordwest, and at the house of Richard Meyler in the same town; he preached 
in these until his death on 17 Sept. 1691.  

(Dictionary of National Biography, 1885-1900, Volume 45 Philips, Peregrine by John Edward Lloyd.) 

His father, Rev Edward Phillips, was vicar of Amroth when Peregrine was born. He too became a 
dissenter. He was, by all accounts "a good old Puritan minister, who suffered for not reading the Book 
of Sports." A book in which the king declared that his subjects should spend a portion of the Christian 
Sabbath in archery, dancing, leaping, and similar recreations,” [quote from Christian Witness]. He was 
spared prison because of his advanced age. 
Brought up as a Congregationalist I hadn’t realised until now that some of my ancestors were 
dissenters. Without them and many others like them we would not have the United Reformed Church 
as it is today. I am grateful for their witness and suffering for the teachings of Christ. 
I have included the Welsh place names in case they are of interest to any of my Welsh friends in church. 
If you want to find out more about the dissenters that led to the establishment of Garstang URC I’m 
sure Brenda Fox will be able to furnish you with a copy of her book! 
 
*During the Second Civil War, when Cromwell was besieging Pembroke Castle, the Rev. Peregrine 
Phillips was living in the vicarage at Monkton. It must have been quite an unpleasant time for him as 
some of the siege cannon were sited in the Vicarage garden and the maid attending the cow had to do 
so with bullets and cannon balls flying over her head. Food was short and Cromwell’s soldiers were 
not fussy so they searched Peregrine Phillip’s vicarage for food but he had hidden his flour in his bolster 
and they failed to find it. [Obtained from Cenquest website] 
 
Sally Watson 
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An Outdoor Chapel 
 

Twenty years ago, when Susan Andrews conceived and developed the Bible Garden an important part 
of her idea was to create a place within our churchyard where people could come and find space for 
quiet prayer and reflection. The experience of the last 12 months has for many people, re-emphasised 
the importance of both the opportunity for personal prayer and reflection, and the value of open-air 
spaces where people, particularly those who live alone, can gather safely to address issues of well-
being and social isolation. 
The Bible Garden provides a valuable resource both for our church but also for the local community 

and visitors to our town. For example, the 
area features in some of the town trails, 
which bring people to our grounds who 
would otherwise not have done so. These 
trails include one orientated at family 
groups. For many people, the Bible Garden 
is their only experience of our church and 
offers them something unique to local 
churches. It is therefore a crucial link 
between us, and our community and with 
that comes both opportunity for mission and 
responsibility to ensure that the garden 
reflects our values and ethos.  
Before Christmas, as part of the work I am 

doing about our Eco-Church status, I discussed with Elders the idea that, as part of the renovation of 
the Bible Garden, we should develop the area into an Outdoor Chapel. Central to this would be to go 
back to Susan’s original concept of using key plants with Biblical connections as central elements in 
the planning scheme. These plants would then be used as links to both resources for personal reflection 
and learning, but also as an opportunity to share with visitors to our garden something about our life 
and mission including other groups we work with. So, for example, a plant that appears in the Bible 
and has medicinal benefits could encourage people to think about health matters and to share 
something about our longstanding partnership with the Leprosy Mission. You can see a different 
example using one of the existing plants in the Garden on our website at Broom. 
Although some physical copies of the resources would be produced, the main sources for people would 
be through access to the material on the web. The labelling of the plants would be updated to provide 
both a link to the web-based resources but also to ensure that they met current accessibility standards.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Similarly, the intention is that the website would be designed to meet current accessibility standards 
and to ensure that it worked effectively on mobile devices which are the norm for web browsing now. 
It is hoped that funding can also be secured for this and to develop resources aimed at children and 
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young people. Applications have been made for external grants to meet these costs as enhancements 
to the existing offer we make through our Bible Garden. It remains our responsibility as a church to 
ensure that the Bible Garden that Susan entrusted to us twenty years ago continues to reflect well on 
our church and on her vision of a place of prayer and reflection. 
 

There are many opportunities for church members 
and friends to get involved in the restoration, renewal 
and updating of our Bible Garden. Many of these we 
will need to do irrespective of whether we secure 
external funding for some of the developments. As 
for many other public gardens, 2020 has proved to 
be a challenging one for our Bible Garden as 
people’s ability to tend to it during the various 
restrictions was more limited than in previous years. 
During the first part of 2021, we will need volunteers 
to help with giving the area a major spring clean. 
Work is required to review the feature Bible plants to 
locate some of Susan’s original planting where they 
have become lost or detached from their labels over 
the years, and to choose appropriate plants to fill the 
gaps in the range that will help us to tell our story. 
The example from our website Broom shows the sort 
of simple narrative that is needed to provide 
resources for prayer and reflection for each of the 
feature plants. It would be great if different people 

could provide these resources reflecting individual’s particular interests and connections. These tasks 
require many different skills and knowledge and therefore provide opportunities for many of us to share 
in this aspect of the mission of our church. 
Mike Hart 
 
 

Global Justice Now 
 
When we talk about our support for Commitment for 
Life, we tend to concentrate on the work done by 
Christian Aid in our partner country, Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. Every two months 
an update about that work is published in our 
Newsletter and it is this work that we tend to 
concentrate on during our annual Commitment for 
Life service. However, whilst 75% of money 
donated goes to Christian Aid, 5% goes to Global 
Justice Now. This is the campaigning arm of 

Commitment for Life and I thought it would be interesting to hear about some of the work they have 
been doing during the last year to try to improve the lives of the poorest around the world. The following 
is taken from their latest newsletter.  
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“We have lived through 12 months dominated by coronavirus – a disease which has exposed the 
fragility and inequality of the global economy like nothing before. This virus has turned our world upside 
down, and we want to offer our heartfelt thanks for your support in such a difficult time. Together we 
have fought for immediate changes to global rules which prevent governments from protecting their 
people’s health and livelihoods – on the streets, in the media, in parliament and in the inboxes of the 
powerful. As you read our summary of what we’ve achieved this year, we hope - like us - you feel a 
sense of pride and hope.” 
 
We fought for fair and global access to Covid-19 vaccines. 
The brilliance of our scientists is truly amazing, and we’re relieved that they have discovered vaccines 
for coronavirus so soon. But this medical research, developed with public money, should be shared 
across the world. As rich countries prepare for a mass roll out of immunisations, the majority of low-
income countries are not in a position to do this as sadly, our global trade system puts the profit of Big 
Pharma ahead of the health needs of people.  
We have been at the centre of a global coalition to challenge patent laws, the hoarding of 
technological know-how and the bulk buying of vaccines by rich countries, showing solidarity 
with countries like Costa Rica and South Africa who have championed the need to suspend 
these rules.  
  
Thousands of us joined the call for the government to make all Covid-19 vaccines affordable to 
all countries and free to the public. We directly put pressure on pharmaceutical companies Pfizer, 
Moderna and AstraZeneca to join the World Health Organisation’s ‘global pool’ for sharing knowledge 
and intellectual property to get Covid-19 vaccines and treatments to more people more quickly.    
Thanks to our tireless campaigning some pharmaceutical companies have already made 
concessions, with AstraZeneca guaranteeing non-profit access for developing countries to its vaccine 
forever, after initially refusing to commit beyond the pandemic period. 
 
We campaigned for global solidarity and collaboration in response to the pandemic. 
Coronavirus has triggered a deep crisis. While rich country governments have responded 
in various ways, they have all used their significant wealth to protect society from real crisis, to some 
extent. Governments in the global south have often not had that option. In fact, many are struggling 
with mass debts run up in the aftermath of the 2008 financial crash. During the pandemic, they have 
been forced to pay some of the richest banks and hedge funds in the world while their people suffer.  
As part of a coalition, we pushed the UK government to prioritise debt relief, including by 
forcing the major banks and financial institutions to cancel debt.  
So far up to $12 billion of debt payments have been suspended as a result.  
 
Together we opposed the disastrous attack on the Department for International Development 
and the aid budget and managed to save parliament's international development committee, meaning 
MPs will be able to scrutinise future aid spending properly. Our research exposed the shocking ways 
in which our government diverts UK aid to benefit British businesses, worsening inequality and 
negatively impacting on human rights. Thousands of us signed a petition opposing the corporate 
hijack of aid and we were quoted on the front page of the Times reporting on the UK’s investments in 
luxury hotels.    
This month Boris Johnson finally announced that the UK will end public investment in fossil 
fuel projects overseas. Over the summer many of us called on the government to end all its fossil 
fuel financing. While the announcement is a welcome step, there are loopholes allowing some large-
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scale projects to still go ahead. As we head into 2021 with the UN climate talks in Glasgow on the 
horizon, we have a new chance of fighting to end all investments in fossil fuel projects overseas.   
 
We have made the US trade deal one of the most toxic issues in politics  
Despite the pandemic, the British government has pushed ahead with negotiating toxic trade deals that 
threaten to make some of these problems even worse. At the heart is the US trade deal, which would 
fuel deregulation of our food standards, threaten climate action and hand more power to Big Pharma. 
We have been at the centre of a movement which has included farmers and doctors, 
environmental groups and unions – all working together to fight this deal. Through media 
coverage, giving evidence to parliamentary committees and mobilising activists, we’ve shone a 
spotlight on just how damaging this deal would be. We published a book on the dangers of a 
US trade deal, won an amendment in the House of Lords to give parliament a say over trade deals, 
and won a court ruling on the government’s excessive secrecy in trade talks in general. And we held a 
day of action when supporters up and down the country joined a mass mobilisation, carving messages 
into Halloween lanterns, projecting onto shipping containers and even mowing them into a farmer’s 
field. The deal isn’t dead yet – but together we’ve succeeded in making this deal a mainstream 
issue that decision makers can’t ignore.  We continued to build a strong movement for change.  
 
Next year, we know the coronavirus crisis is not going away for most countries. And we’ll need to focus 
on an even bigger crisis – the climate emergency, with the UN conference being hosted in Glasgow. 
Then there’s Brexit and its consequences on trade policy, and the government’s assault on aid. 
It seems a lot to take on. But that’s why we can’t act alone. As a movement we can take strength 
from each other, debate the best course of action and build the power we need to change things. 
Thank you for your support this year from all of us at Global Justice Now.” 
 
 

Ann Wicks 
 
Our dear friend Ann passed away in December. All 
of us have happy memories of her, whether in 
church, at Singing for Pleasure or stopping to pass 
the time of day with her in the street. At June’s 
concerts, her monologues had us in stitches with her 
crafted turn of phrase, dramatic pause or wicked 
wink. In church, her readings were a treat to listen to 
and Ann was always ready to read a part in a sketch 
or nativity play. 
Ann’s son and daughter, Tim and Alison, plan a 
celebration of Ann’s life when restrictions permit but, 
in the meantime, we could share our own 
reminiscences of Ann in next month’s newsletter. 
Please email them to us at urcgarstang@gmail.com. 
The photo of her was taken outside her house 
watching the Whit Monday procession in the pouring 
rain, as Ann would say “count your blessings”. 
Ann has always been a huge part of the church and 
our lives and she will be sadly missed. 


